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Baptism
What does baptism mean, how was it done?
Baptism: In secular Greek baptō means (a) dip, (b) dip into a dye, and so dye, and (c) draw (water). 
baptizō is an intensive form of baptō and means (a) dip, and (b) cause to perish (as by drowning a man 
or sinking a ship).  (“Baptism, Wash,” NIDNTT, 1:144.)

(a) John 3:23 John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there; 
and people were coming and were being baptized —

(b) Matt. 3:16 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the 
heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, 

(c) Acts 8:38- And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as
well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. 

John’s versus Jesus’ baptism, ‘they are similar’; “...John’s baptism and Christian baptism 
are similar because they are both baptisms of repentance. John demanded that baptism be 
accompanied by sincere repentance, which it represented (Matt. 3:7-9). The people were 
confessing their sins as they were being baptized (Matt 3:6).
Last, John’s baptism and Christian baptism both focus on the Messiah. John’s pointed to the 
Messiah, who was to come, whereas Christian baptism points back to the Messiah, who did 
come. (http://www.equip.org/article/new-testament-baptism/)

It means 2 things in the New Testament;
Consider the timing of Messiah’s “atonement” in relation to the person being baptized.  1) If Messiah 
had not yet died, baptism indicated preparation, repentance, “ritual cleansing”. 2) When He had died 
already, it indicated the follower’s identifying with Him as their savior. It was how a follower began 
their following.

1) Matt 3:1–6-  1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 and 
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the 
prophet Isaiah, saying: “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; 
Make His paths straight.’ ” 4 Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region 
around the Jordan went out to him 6 and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.
Mark 1:4–5-  John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins. 5 Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all 
baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 
2) Matt 28:18–20-  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
Acts 18:8- Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his household, and many 
of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized. 
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The Christian baptism; part and parcel to faith in Christ
Matt 28:18–20-  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
Acts 2:38-   Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Eph 4:4–6-  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all. 
Heb 6:1–2-  Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to 
perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 
of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 
NOTES:

What it does and doesn’t do. Does it save you?

The New Testament insists only on the internal work of repentance/faith (e.g. John 3:15, 36; 5:24; Acts 
2:21; 10:43; 15:9), this requisite given in the New Testament at least 60 times with no mention of 
baptism. (Louis Berkhof, The History of Christian Doctrines (GrandRapids:Baker,1937), 246–47)

Luke 23:39–43-  39   Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are
the Christ, save Yourself and us.” 40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even 
fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we receive the 
due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, 
remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” 43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, 
today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

The New Testament explains through “types” and correspondence. Pictures.

Mark 10:38 ¶ But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39 ¶ They said to Him, “We are
able.” ¶ So Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with the baptism I am 
baptized with you will be baptized; 

Luke 12:50 But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished! 

--The Scriptures teach what baptism means through types.

1 Pet 3:18–22-  18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 19 by whom also He went and 
preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine 
longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, 
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eight souls, were saved through water. 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not 
the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and 
authorities and powers having been made subject to Him. 

Type and antitype of the serpent in the wilderness: Numbers 21

1Pe 3 passage;

baptism = what in story of Noah?

water =

the ark =__________ God’s means of salvation.

Why can baptism result in a good conscience to God?

Rom 4:25–5:1-  25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because 
of our justification. 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

Rom 6:1–6-  1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly 
not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as 
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His 
death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man 
was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves of sin. 
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Communion:
1st “Lord’s Supper” took place at Passover. They would be eating unleavened bread. 

Luke 22:19–20-  19 And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 20 And in the 
same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the 
new covenant in My blood.
1 Cor 11:23–31-  23   For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord 
Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My 
blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. 27 Therefore whoever eats this bread 
or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who 
eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s 
body. 30 For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. 31 For if we would 
judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 

Promises and Symbols. Bread and Cup

1 Cor 10:13–17-  13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 14 Therefore, my beloved, flee 
from idolatry. 15 I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say. 16 Is not the cup of blessing which we 
bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? 
17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.

Symbols:
Bread;  "Do not eat it with bread made with yeast, but for seven days eat unleavened bread, the bread 
of affliction, because you left Egypt in haste—so that all the days of your life you may remember the 
time of your departure from Egypt" (Deuteronomy 16:3). 

Leavening and sin:  Gal. 5:9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump. 

Sharing the Body, Bread
Is 53:5-  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 
2 Cor 5:21- For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 

Cup and Covenant;
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Luke 22:20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is 
poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.
The cup is a _____________________________________________________________.

It symbolizes a new promise. Jeremiah

Jer 31:31–34-  31   “Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 32 not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My 
covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. 33 But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in
their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 No 
more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, “Know the LORD,’ for 
they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” 

The cup, and the promise;
What promises are in the New Covenant?
1.
2.
3.

How do you remember in communion?
1. The body.
2. The blood.
3. Do not eat and drink judgment.

Remember the cost of redemption.

Remember the great grace of God in the great price paid, and  the great promise we hope in.


